THE SUNDAY

STAR, WASHINGTON. D. €. NOVEMBER 3, 1912—PART 4.

Guesdays Da
Vhedallots

QEVENTEEN Millions Ex-
. pected at the Polls—Why
Nine Million Citizens Quali-
fied by Age and Sex Will Not
Vote—Line of Voters at Polis
Would - Stretch Diagonally
Across Continent From Point
of Florida to Northwest Cor-
ner of Washington—Farm-
er Vote the Largest—How
Other Occupations Rank—
700,000 Candidates in the
Field This Fall, One for
Every Two Dozen Voters—
One in Fourteen Voters Is
of Tender Sex—Methods and
Paraphernalia to Be Used in
the Balloting.

BY JOHN ELFRETH WATKINS,
T"ESDAY
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in all of this
continental streteh

vast

Seventeen millions of voters will proba-
hly participate in this our thirty-second
nuadrennial battle of the ballots. Should
all of these be drawn up single file in a
straight. compact line, whose leader stood
at the threshoid of a voting booth in the
rorthwesternmost corner of Wasihngton
state, the last man would be found some-
where down in the tip of Florida’s penin-
sula.

Four vears ago just 14,5588 42 Amerieans
voted for President. Since then suffrage
has been given to SO G more of our
women—in California and Washinzton—
170.000 males of voting age have been
admitted statehood in Arizona and
New Mexico, and the country has profit-
ed. through its steady increase oi pupula-
tien, by about 2560000, who in the'r
states are qualified, age and sex, to
vote. Allowing for the usual proportion
wno will be absent from the polls and yvet
for a reasonable co-efficient of expansion
to cover efiects of Lhe extraordinary hcat
of this campalgn. we arrive at the grand
total given—I17.0004) voteis al the polls
day after {omorrow.
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Be it appreciated, ®grer. that none ol
these factors has §oven dependable in
years past. For &é&mple, the only previ-
campaign 1 which Col. Roouseveit
was a presidential candidate—the spirited
conlest 19ri—failed to bring out as
many votes, by several hundred thousand,
as had eitner of the two previous Mekin-

Mis

of

ley-Bryan campaigns. That of Roouse-
velt against Parker was, however, the
only presidential campaign since recon-

siruction which failed to show an increase
in the popular vote. The Tarft-Bryan
campaign brought out over one and a
thirda mullion more voles than the Kocse-
velt-Parker contest, wnich nad persucadaed
io the polls 4352000 less votes than had
turned out in ihe previous McKinley-
Hiyan battle.

Why millions qualified by age and sex

tu vote fa:l quadrennialty to show up at
tne polls is a mystery which always
vexes the pelitician and puzz.es the stat-

.~tician. The director of the census has
Just suppiied me with some newly com-
jriited figures which throw some light
upon the problem. He finds that in the
ast census vear, 1910, there were in con-
tinental United States 26,999.151 males of
voting age, and in the ,present woman
suffrage states, including fCalifornia and
Washington. 1.346,925 women of voting
“ge. Aliowing for an inerease of popu-
lation in the pasi two vears, the total of

these figures grows to 29,500,000, De-
ducting about 11 per cent of those who
annot vale hecause they fail to recaive

< proper naturalization papers, we have
7t more than 26,000,006 men and women
« tia ified by age and ecitizenship to vote
the presidential conteat Tuesday.
Ahout nine million of these will remain
way from the po'ls. Why?
To bhegin witn, thera are just about an
« ven 100000 male citizens of voting age
the Distrier of Columbia who are dis-
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the eve and fit the purse of the man with
a salary of 314 a month, and, finally,
visiting the most expensive and exclusiv,

haberdasheries and outfitters W hers

¢ kept olothes and other articles for

w man whno need not b =0 particular
Lt Ttae i.l.'i' ™~
In all the shojps, irrespective of their
e, the [act was borne in that there |-
t1'e o NO eXcuse (O any olle npot appear-
ng well dressod Nawarally, in the cheapes
garme-nis there is less quality of mate:jal
T oas regards suits, overcoats, shoes and
the patterns and cuts of the exclu-
£ve shop were all, or nearly all, to be
Lad in other less pretentious establish-
melits Oi per cent cnNeaper, or more, Nat-

rally, the more expengive garmeints prol-

b will wear longer. Perhaps., too, thes
ave a distinetive “touch’ lacking in t..
“ss eXpensive ones but the fact remainy
that., for all the high cost of living., it =
casxily possible for the man of moderat
<alary to be well dressed from head to
fuo: without straining hiz income

T.ecre are many th.ngs which the man
with a salaryv of only %15 a week will see
w hie he sets out to buy his fall outfii
winich he will like to Liave but can’'t
atford There are certain things, how-
evar, whichi he absolutely must have, and
fira: among these is an overcoat. Vlisit-

ivg the various shops, he will be confront-
ed hw a bewildering variety of styies

He will e shown one of the loose,
round shouldered short “raglan’ coats, de-
cidedly English in style, and shaped. when
waorn, like an inverted cone. If he wishes
a pronounced English type he may have
pucl: o coat in large checks or plaids, or
in o daik red, purplish brown., or a dark
green. 1f he be conservative in his tastes
e may have the same coat in modest
grav, dark blué—almost any other
known to man,

But while English

[l Iinl'

styles are perhaps

s

franchised merely hecause they are resi-
dents of that Distriet. A trifle over a
fourth of these (28,000) are negroes. Then
there are about 320,000 negreoes in Louts-
iana and North Carolina who are dis-
franch'sed by the “grandafather clauses”
of the constitutions of those states. and
tens of thousands of negroes are dis-
qualified. in Sonth Carolina and Missis-
sippi by the eduecational requirement that
cach voter must be able to read and un-
derstand the constitution of the state.
Thousands of white as wel! as coloréd
¢itizens are barred by such educational
tests not onlyv in the south, but in Maine,
Drelaware, Arizona and ('alifornia. where
the voter must be able to read the Con-
stitvtion in Engiish and write his name;
in Wyvoming, where he must meet the
former of these qualifications; in Con-
necticut, where he must read the Eng-
lish langnuage: in New Hampshire, where
he must wiite as well as read i1, and in
Massachusetts. where he must read and
write some language. even if not that of
the land of his adoption.

Tens of thousands of our citizens are
also barred from the polls this autumn
because they are lunatics, idiots, pau-
pers or persons with eriminal records.
Throughout the country are 180.000 In-
dians and Mongolians who cannot
vote, the former because they have not
vet severed their tribal relations, and
th: latter because our federal .Jaws
bar the yvellow races from naturaliza-
tion. Many other citizens cannot go
to the polls Tuesday because they have
not met certain state requirements as
to payving taxes. Seven states bar sol-
diers and s=ailors of the federal estab-
lishment.

3
*
Probably the largest proportion of
those who, although otherwise quali-

fied. will find the polling places closed
against them Tuesday are citizens who
have oeen unable to register as voters
or who have lately removed to a new
ccmmunity and have not as yet estab-
lished a residence therein for a suf-
ficient time to meet the requirements
of the election laws. These laws vary
greatly, requiring a state residence of
from s!x months to two years, a county
residence of from twenty days to one
vear and & town or precinct residence of
from ten days to a year.

But all of these disqualifications,
when taken together, can hardly be ac-
cepted as accounting for the absence
from the polls of half the voters who
guadrennially remain away.

Jt may be reasonably predicted, then,

TEDESS

' SUGGESTIONS FOR THE MAN
WHO MAKES—

FIFTEEN DOLLARS A WEEL.
fvercoat : L T oy . $15.400
fme suit of clothes. ... cevencccev-s 17.50
Six shirts (1 eversday and 2 dress)  5.26
Fouf neektles. .. cvvevenvcnsiasnesiie 1.0
Shoes ... . R e ey g At S.0
Six palrs of socks. ... ... .. .0t -To-i
Three suit< of underwear. ...... ... 4.50
Haut 2.00

et RN N R I e A £40.51

ONE HIEADRED DOLLAYS A MONTH.

Overcoal R = ﬁ'l.:i_l--’l
Two sullg of clothes, . ..... -‘.l_l_ﬂl
Lisn =hiris 4 vveryday, 2 dressy L]
Five neckiles Zias S
Sjwme 3 e .00
Rix pelrs of socks (wo sk 2,50
Three silis of puderwesr, . ..... 0w
Hal 20
!:.f ! 15!
To 3 (LN
FOR OTHE MAN WHO CAN AFFORD
Ty SPPENTL
OveFen ! . 20,00 |
Three sulis of oo, (... eaess IS0 |
e domen shiris 18 madras, 6 silk). 3600 |
Cipe thozen Deckies 1.4 |
Fwo patrs of shoes, . .... oo |
e oo paios of socks g0 |
=~ it anderwes: 2800 |
Twe hints T4
Twer parirs of gloves L
Cuue D00
Toral £250.0)
pow the popular vogue., one is by no
means foreed to hooase them. (ne mayv
buy instead a knee-length coat, fairly

wide of shoulder, and neither pronounced-
Iy loose or tight fiting, or he may have

a coat molded on.a style between the
two just described and aptly summed up
by the haberdashers’ description *“‘semi-
English ™

in all these garments the buyer may
have any pattern his whim dictates. And
the price will suit his purse, for he can
buy an overcoat for as low as $10. Few
men with £15 a week choose only a ten-
dollar overcoat. however. More choose

an overcoa: costing $12.050, and more still
huy ore costing 315, For this last named
price the buyer will get a coal guaranteed
to keep its wppearance and shape through-
out the entire winter, and, more im-
portant still, to keep Lhim warm.

with $15 expended for an overcoat,
the buver begins to look about for a fall
st Having fust expended an entire
week's salary he will, of necessity, look
out for a suit that i{s serviceable, of good
appearance, vet cheap, and he will find
what he secking—for the busiest sec-
tion of Pennsylvania avenue has a num-
bel that make a specialty of
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that about 5.000.600 fully gualified vot-
ers will remain away from the ballot
boxes Tuesday. Some of them will be
unable to go to the polls because of
age or illness, but the greater propor-
tion will absent themselves because
indifferent as to their country’s destiny.
The 432.000 voters who refused to go
te the polls ' in the Roosevelt-Parker
election after they had cast their bal-
lots in the MecKinley-Bryan campaign
of four years before just about equaled
all of the male citizens of voting age
then in the state of Kansas or in the
city of Philadelphia. If all of Kansas
or Philadelphia had been disfranchised
that year there would have been a
great huliabaleo, but. our old friend
General Apathy, unnoticed, pel:rorm_ed a
task of equal magnitude. In New Yeork
state the official count of noses in 1910
showed 2,836,773 males of voting age,
but in the election for governor the
same year almost exactly half of these
voted—1.437.010. Two years before 1,638, -
250 of them had voted for President
-
- X

Of our citizens qualified by age and sex
to vote this year, one in fourteen is a
weman. Had California and Washing-
ton not given our sisters suffrage in the
past vear the propartion of women would
have been only one in eighty. In none of
the six equal suffrage states are there
nearly as many woman as man voters.
The men of voting age in these common-
wealths are in the majority by about
ORE GO,

Less than half of our possible voters
are native whites of native parentage, a
sixth are native whites of foreign or
mixed parentage, a ninth are natural-
jzed immigrants and over a thirteenth
are negroes.

In nine of our states there are 66,000
allens who can vote, although they have
taken out only thelr *“first papers,” in
which they have merely declared their
intention to become citizens. In Indiana
alone there are 14,000 of these entitled
to suffrage; in Missouri 10,500 and in
Nebhraska 10,000.

The fact that we have among us this
fall nearly three and a quarter million
possible voters of foreign birth caused the
campaign managers to systematize the
canvass of this vote as never before, and
each one has been bombarded with lit-
erature printed in his foreign tongue. In
New York city alone there are 330.00%
naturalized male immigrants of voting
age, and only 240,000 American-born
males of native parentage and cof voting
age. Indeed, of possible voters in our
metropolis the American-born are out-

lie

Indeed,

such
may buy his suit in the same establish-
ment where he got lhis overcoat.

catering to just men:

case of the outer

styves of

Ag in the
there are all

garment,
sitits, from the
extreme English cut, with its narrow
shoulders and its glove-fitting body,
through tne semi-Englisbh, to the middle-
stvled sult that is fashionable vet not
aggressively =0. Anv one of Lthese suits
may be bought, in almost any pattern,
for as low as $8  Then comes a bit
better- guality for £16—=till better for
2H—and so on up the =cale of prices
until the buyer is shown a suit at $17.50
which the haberdasher man is willing to
guarantee. This one he buys, pieking out
a color that will mateh his overcoat—or
mayvhap he has bought the suit first, in
which case it is the overenat which must
muzteh.

Tuen shiirts—and here  the man
with only 815 a week find a flield stupen-
dous in its bigness. Probably he wiil not
confine his trade for these articles to one
store, but will buy from several. FProb-
ably he will buy six shirts. four for every
dav wear and two for “dress.” For his
every day snirts he will find goml serv-
iteable =hirts at 69 cents each. IFor
his dress =hirts he may pay X1, opr if
he be extea particular he may pay $1.50
each for them. Perhaps he will buy one
of edch. Then with his expenditures for
fotaling $3.26 hé will remember
that the ties he wore last fall have be-
come rather fraved, Besides the styles
hiave rhul’]gt-(l-——fﬂt‘ while the knit ties, =o

Cullle

popular cne Yyear ago, are still being
worn, fashion has all but counted their
deathhy knell, their place being taken by

semi-flowing siiks.

Ties are the one article of wearing ap-
parel which permit a man 1o add a
touch of coor aund individuality to his
appearance—consequently, they run the
entire gamut of color, texture, material
and price, ranging from 10 cents, for
cheap cotton material, the “‘right side”
of which is made to give a feeble ap-
pearance of =ilk by chemical process, to
the soft neckwear of Persian silk, which
may cost $5. But the man with §15 a
week will find plenty of ties, not of the
finest quality of silk perhaps, but silk for
all that, at a cost of only 20 cents each.
Naturally these will wear out quickly,
but a man soon wearies of hils ties and
buys a new assortment anvhow. 8o the
buyer invests in four of the twenty-five-
cent cravats, and goes away Wwell sat-
istied.

Then comes the search for shoes and
socks. The shoes are easy. He can get
a good, serviceable pair, heavy enough
for most kinds of weather, yel notgtoo
lieavy to answer the ordinary social re-
quirements, for $3.50. If It were summer
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the naturalized

foreigners and those of foreign parentage.
The rossible naturalized vote in New
York city is as great as the possible

total vote of Boston and (i

bined.
Glancing our great

age, we fin
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zens of voting

Fall Outfits for Men at Prices to Suit Each Purse

he probably would pay at

ncinnati com-

army of eclti-

d

the " largest

least 25 cents

a pair for his socks, but it is fall, and he

which
less im

Wears
hoge,
sides,

high shoes,
makes them
the thip and
terial used in summer is
now. So he looks for a
cheaper grade. He finds it

his
B‘\-

, hiding
portant.

more expensive ma-

not required
heavier and
in socks sell-

ing two pairs for a quarter, and invesis

70 cents for six pairs.
Forty-three dollars and
have now been expended

f

ifty-one cents
but only the

underwear remaings to he bought, and if

one does not wish especially
wear, he can secure it at
cents a garment. More
ever, hé will want better
good
not
will

than ove

huy

more so
probably

an

will go for a fall hat-and

probably,
underwear is quite s
underwear

70 cents a garment—three suits of
a total expenditure of $4.50.

heavy under-
as low as 5
how-
material, for
s essential if
So he
COSLS

}}. for
Two dollars
if the buver

Fcoat.
Liag

knows where to go he will get a splendid

hat for that amount. -
Counting in 10 cents for
his home to the shopping d

turn, the man with the fi
week Income starting out
return home with only 09

will be completely outfitted
foot, and his clothes, while

car fare from
istrict and re-
fteen-dollar-a-
with 350 will
cents, but he
from head to
not expensive,

will nevertheless be uniformly good.

The average man with an earning ca-
pacity of £149) per month will probably
allow just about the amount off one
month’'s salary for his fall wardrobe. 1n
buving he will be shown identically the
same styvles and patterns looked over by
the fifteen-dollar-a-week man-—-but the

quality will be hetter.
more lavisily.
The average
month man, for instance,
suits of clothes, one for ‘e
one for “dress.”

Also, he will buy

one-hundred-dollar-a-

will buy
vervday''

two
and

His everyvday suit will

probably cost him 520 and the other per-

haps 825-—-although he may
and $22.50, respectively. 1.
he, too. will probably bu
some for evervday and so
but he will probably pass
nine-cent shirts and pay §1
tended for

payv only 818
ike the other,
=ix ‘shirts,
me for, dress,
by the sixty-
for those in-

v

everyday wear. Then probably

he will buy another shirt for 2. The
sixth shirt more than likely will be of
silk, but if he Is a careful buyer it will
cost hini but §2.50. If he has evening
clothes he probably will buy two stiff

shirts—hbu:

The overcoat
lar-a-month man buys will
him about §20-325 at the

these will cost him but $1.50.
that the one-hundred-dol-

probably cost
outside. He

may ray I5 cents a pair for his hoslery,
but it is more probable that he will buy

six pairs at 20 cents each,

and two pairs

of silk Nose for dress, at W cents each.

He will find shoes that sa
eve and his purse for 84 a

hat. like that of the fifteen-

tisfy both his
pair, and his
dollar-a-week

man, should not cost him more than $2—

$3, according to hat dealer
ing the outside Hmit.

s, usually ’be—

class to consist of farmers .and others
engaged in agriculture of onhe kind or
another. There are about ten mifllions of
these, and tile next greatest element, nu-
merieally, .is” the.labor..vote.. - There are
about 9,000,600 labrorers - in™ the country,
but a large proportion..af. .tliese’ dare
women who cannot vote. Next--rank the

He will reqguive:.three -suits -of ~under-
wear, and-thege will cost him '$1 per gar-
ment—or $6. - For this .price he..will get
underwear a . Jarge. portion of:which is
wool, ‘not too heavy,” but -warm -and
lasting—underwear that. ouglit’ to last
through two winters, SCARL Tt ' >

Necktles will -alimost uomnlatcvthe-buf-
fitting ‘of the man with $100 a month,
and in buying theee he will probably ex-
ercise more palustaking care than in all
his other purehases put together. In the
beginning e will probably buy three ties
of “standard’’ colors,” plain- blue, ‘plain
black and plain brown.
him 5 cents each. Then probably he
will pick . out some..flowered design. ol
more expensive matérial, paying %1 for
it—and the average man, according to
the dealers, usually goes . :o the neck-

wear counter, buye one tle, then sees an-

othér that catches his Pancy, and’ winds
up by buying that,' too. the - total
cost of neckwear fer.the .map.  With ~an
income  of -$100) a. menth will ‘be $5.50—
and with his gssortmeni. e will "have
plenty of variety. LAl B :

Last comes the purchase of o pair of
gloves, costing probably $1.00. and” if the
man be married his outfit wjil have been
completed, at a total cost of $100 even.
If* he is a single man, perhaps he will
spend another dollar, or mayhap a bit
more, and buy a cane—but this will de-
pend largely, on his walk of life. For in-
stance, if he is a newspaper man, or a
voung practicing attorney, he probahly
will.
e probably won’t.

For the man who is especially particu-
lar about Ms dress, and -who need not be
too careful about price, there are shops
galore where everything is of the finest
possible material and where the ‘cost is
rroportionate. In the beginning, the over-
¢oat whieh such a man will buy may cosi
wim anvwhkere from thirty to fifty dollars
—forty dollars, according to the dealers,
being the average price paid. Then comes
the clothes. Probably there will be three
suits. which will cost on an average of
$15 each.

Like bothi l'is lesas fortunate brothers, the
man who neerd not pay too much atten-
tion to price will buy two kinds of shirts--
but instexd of buying six he will buy &
dozen. Six of them will probably be of
madras and will cost $2 each. The other
six will be of sllk, and will probably cost
on an average of $4 each. He will also
probably buy a dozen pairs of. socks—and
probahbly all will be of silk, some costing
a0 cents per pair, the rest costing f1. per
pair-—-total $0.° fi- . AR

Such 'a man will probaily buy-two- pairs
of shoes—and they will probably cest him
$5 per palr. He is also likely to-buy two
hats, one 'of which will' be imported and
will cost' $4, and the -other,” a ‘' ‘“knock-
about”” hat costlng £%3. His. underwear

These will. cost:

If he'is in the government en:lplo}‘.'

will be half silk, and will cost*him $2 pem

garment. Being fastidlous, he will want
a daily change—hence he will buy seven
suits at a total. cost of $28. He will buy
not less than two pairs of gloves, paying
82 g pair for them, and he may buy a
dozen ties, the cost. of which will- range
from $1.to-$3 eagh—perhaps 315 would ‘be
i fair total for the lot. Finally hHe will
buy a cane which will cost him about £,
Altogether suchian eutfit will have cost
a total ‘of $259s but to the man ‘who .can
afford, tg spepd tt?'[.j Taeh. it will | be
worth" every~ cent’ of  1t—H4n&* more.” -~
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business men, then those of the clerical
class, by which 1 mean, not preachers,
but clerks., bookKkeepers, stenographers,
etc., and. lastly, the professional class,
who ecan enlist a force of but 1,006,000.
S0 you can see pretty- clearly that in
the. choice of our next Presldent, the
farmers;: *mechanics and laborers  will

ON'T be surpriged if, in. the mear
“~fature, " yvou “see some “frock-
coated, slk-hatted person of
dignified mien down on his
hands and knees in the middle
of Pennsylvania avenue, selemnly rolling
a peanut in the direction of the river
tront. For ‘this is the. season-of freak
election bets, and nire chapces to one
the d'gnified looking person will be mere-
Iv one of those who lost, and is “paving
up.”’ : ’
Some day some historian with the time
and ‘the inelination, will probably get on
the ‘trail of the freak ‘het and trace.it
back to.its origin. It is probable, how-
ever, that_his task will be glgantic, and
+hat it will take.him back to the earliest
days of -the world, The custom of
wagering mere money or other valuables
on- some uncertain result is in itseif
thousands of vears old, but compared to
the freak bet it is a mare Youngtser.
F'reak bets were probtably made before
thers was any such thing as money.

=
& & P

There . are all- sorts and varieties of
freak Dbets, some.of which are repeated
vear after year, all over the country. Of
these, the non-hair-cutting bet, in which
persons making the wager agree not o
cut their hair for a stipulated length of
time if ihey - lose is, perhaps, the most
common. . Usualiy the time agreed on is
threc or four months- or occasionally one
vear. . There is one instance, however,
where the bet was carried to an un-
cgualed extreme.

Many iyears ago, when President An-
Jdrew Johnson was facing impeachment
proceedings, there was a voung man liv-
ing in southern Georgia who was bitter
in his hatred of the chief _vavuti\'e. A
friers] of his was enthusiastic in the
Prosident’s suppori. and the two had
many arguments, which grew more and
more heated.

“He's going to be kicked out ofgoffice—
and. he'll get just what he deserves,”
one would sayv.

“He's n vietim of abuse, -misunder-
atanding and ignorance.”” the other would
reply heatedly. “The¥’'li never impeach
him. - They -won't dare.”

Daily the arguments
firally the “one faveoring impeachmeént
suggested a wager. “Tell you what,"”
said he, “If they impeach Johnson, you
let. vour hair grow without cutting .it for
five years. If they don’'t impeach him,
TI'll never have my halr cut again as
long ‘as | lMve—that's giving you odds—
will yvou. take it?”

The other would and the bet was made,
2 L
- : - 3
.How hoth.the .wagerers .got_the best of
“rups for thelr money” and how Presl-

continued, until

~* dent Johrson escapéd’impéachmeént by ‘a

have a far bigger say than the business
men, offlce-workers, lawyers, doctors,
preachers, teachers and writers.

You will be surprised when I tell you
that if all the candidates who are run-
ning for office this fall were lined up,
as we did our wvogters, there would be
700,000 of them in the procession, and
they would stretch 132 miles, or the dis-
tamce from New York to Springfield,
Mass. There are five parties in the field
this year, and in addition to their na-
tionazl and state candidates at least four
of them will have various tickets in each
of the 3,000 counties of the country, each
of which is divided into various town-
ships, boroughs or cities, with' their own
tickets for local offices. In other words
there is' in the land one candidate for
each two dozen voters expected at the
polls.

*
* ¥

Even though our election morals are
not yvet what they should be, our elec-
tfon manners have vastly improved since
the days when the tyvpical polling place,
either a rumshop or a convenient room
adjoining, was the scene of constant
brawling and disorder; where bribery
and Intimidation were at the height of
effectiveness, because every one could
see how his neighbor voted. Indeed,
within the memory of men still alive, our
election etiquette had not in many places
progressed far beyond its standard over
200 vears ago, when the Roman his-
torian, Dion, complained:

- hen the people insisted upon giving
their ~otes, the youmng patricians hinder-
ed and ook the urns (ballot boxes) from
those appointed to keep them, and drove
them out of tn> forum.”

The accompanyirg etching is from an
old painting in the Philadelphia historieal
society deplcting a scene f disorder be-
fore a polling place in front of our cradle
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single vote in the United States Senate is
history, but the Temarkable part of the
matter lies in the fact that the man who
lost paid his bet—and is still paying it.
He iz now past seventy and a man Oof
wealth and prominence in his section, but
his hair hangs far below his shoulders.
Since the day th'e voze of the Senate was
announced he has never had it even so
much as.trimmed.

There is a certaln young practicing at-
torney in Washington who, it is safe to
say, positively wlH not make a freak bet
of any kind, either on the coming electign
or on anything else. He made one four
vears ago, and that's the reason.

At that time the attorney was new to
Washington. He had come up from the
south to take a final vear In law at one
of the local universities, and he was a
red-hot democrat in general and an. ar-
dent Bryanite in particular. He was ab-
solutely certain that the Nebraskan would
defeat -Taft—and, strange to relate,’ he
shared a bachelor apartment with another
student from Connecticur who was a
dyed-in-the-wool republican. Both wanted
to bet on the election, but, being students,
neither felt that he could afford to risk
money. So they took it out in political
arguments lasting far into the:night, until
both-all but ran out of words.

b3

One night the democrat came home
with a campaign song extolling the “‘peer-
less one” and predicting all sorts of dire
things due to befall the republican stand-
ard bearer. The member of the Jeffer-
sonian party sang this- song over and
over again, while -his apartment mate
glowered at him. “You'll sing a different
song after clection night,” the latter said

finally.

“Oh, no,” returned the other, cheer-
fully; “instead you'll sing this song your-
self.” He paused, then a bright Ildea
struck him. ‘“Make yvou a bet,”” he re-

marked, succinetly—"If democracy wins
vou start at midnight on the night after
the election and walk up and down all
the halls of this building, singing my cam-
paign song for two hours. If the G. O. P.
wins I'l d¢ the walking and Tl =sing
anvthing vou say.”

The democrat lost, but was game.
“What do you want me to sing?” he
askéd. The other pondered a moment,
then smiled. “You begin at midnight,”
he mused. *‘At that time everybody will
probably be asieep. Let's let them have
sweet slumber. You walk up and down
and sing 'Rock-a-hyve, Baby.""”

The democrat did it. All through the
apartment house he walked, singing the
same song over and over again, and when
he tried to lower his voice to what he
called . a gentle ¢roon there stood his
apartment mate, inexorably ordering him
to *‘sing louder.”

As a result of that wager seventeen ten-
ants of that apartment house threatened
to' hdve the midnight” warbler argestéd tor

Vorme MACHINE .

. the

of liberty, Independence Hall, in 1K15, the
vear that James Monroe was first elected.
In those dayvs candidates furnished their
own ballots and their henchmen hung
about the polling places to press them on
voters and see that they were deporited
in the open ballot boxes. In some of our
states elections were conducted by vea
and nay vote in the early days, and in
Kentucky this svstem was legal for local
elections until only twenty-one yvears ago.
In Jackson county. that state, it used to
be the custom to elect a sheriff by ar-
ranging the friends of one candidate on
horseback on one side of the road. and
friends of the other candidate on
the opposite side, the longest line winning
the election. But Kentucky saw estab-
lished on her soil the first Australian vot-
ing Dbooth *adopted in this country, in
1888,

All of Tuesday's votes for President will
be cast according to the Australlan sys-
tem, or modification of it. except in
Georgia and the Carolinas. In Georgia
the Australian system is sometimes used
in municipal primaries, but this is left tou
party discretion and is not required by
law.

*®
* &

The fact that all of the states except
three now use the Australian system
means fair progress, considering the fact
that it was never used in a natlonal elec-
tion until that of Harrison, in 1888 and
then only in Massachusetts and Louls-
ville. It generally followed the system by
which the party instead of the candidate
supplied and distributed the ticket, and
it went a step further by providing tick-
ets of all parties paid for and distributed
by the state and deposited in individual
booths or stalls guaranteeing privacy to
voters.

Where this system has been carried
nearest to perfection the voting booths
are small portable buildings owned by the
community and, that they may be free
from all private influences, so placed on
the public highways or in the public
squares that every slde is exposed to the
glare of publicity. As yet, however, the
typical polling place in our citles and
towns is a rented room opening into the
street. £

In ten of our states a part at least of
Tuesday's balloting will be done by wvol-
ing machines, devices on the cash-regis-
ter and arithmometer principle, which
automatiecally count the wvotes for eacl
candidate and give returns the minute
that the booth is closed. On these ma-
chines the voter records his choiee in pri-
vate and is able to split his ticket, al-
though unable to repeat without léaving
the booth and reopening the doorway,
which resets the mechanism.

In such ways is machinery almost dolng
our thinking for us. Perhaps within a
few. years some genius will invent a de-
Yice by which we can predict the result
of a presidential electlon with mathe-
fmttcal precision. Perhaps.

(Copyright 1912, by Johm Elfreth Watkins.)
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digorderly conduct
him to move.

and -the.agent asked

*

£

+

Always in making a freak bet the prin-
cipals try to hit upon that which will
make the loser the more ridiculous—each,
of course, being sublimely confident that
it will be the other who loses. A bet that
approaches close to the quintessence of
absurdity was made in Washington, just
before the congressional election two

. ¥ears ago, on the question of whether or

not the House of Representatives would
be republican or democratic,

Shortly before 5 o'clock on the avening
that the bet was to be paid a man in
evening clothes, white gloves and opera
hat rode up to the corner of (Connectieut
avenue and K street in a big automo-
bile, got out, dismissed the chauffeur and
began walking slowly up the avenue, An-
other man dressed in an ordinary busi-
ness suit, who had been waiting on the
corner, followed him about ten feet he-
hind. The man in the evening clothes
walked a few steps, then sank to his
hands and knees, where he appeared to
pluck something from the sidewalk and
put it in his mouth. Then he rose, walk-
ed a few feet farther and repeated the
performance. The man in the business
suit still remained a discreet distance be-
hind him.

A crowd soon began to congregate and
foillow the man in the evening clothes.
Utterly oblivious to them, he continued to
pluck invisible things from the sidewalk
and eat them. {

Finally, one of the more curious in the
crowd summoned hils courage and walk-

ed up to the peculiar one, ““What's the
matter,” he asked. ‘“‘Nothing,” replied
the latter; “nothing at all. I'm merely

picking some of these strawberries. Have
some, won't yvou? Help yourself.”

The questioner drew back, grinning, and
the grin grew still wider when the man
in the business suit tapped his fore-
head significantly.

For two blocks the man in the even-
ing clothes continued to pick his straw-
berries from the sidewalk, the crowd
growing larger and larger. Some of them
sought information from the man in the
business suit. "Don't worry,” the latter
explained. *“He's a little off, but per-
fectly harmless. I'm his keeper—he won't
hurt you—don’'t be afraid.”

But evidently some of them were
afrald, for pretty soon one of those in
the crowd departed and returned with a
policeman, who, certain that he had to
deal with a maniac, gripped his club
tightly and looked resolute. It took many
minutes to persuade him that the man in
the evening clothes was not at all crazy,
but was merely paying an election bet
lost to the man in the business suit—
and when the bluecoat finally became
convinced that this was-the case It re-
quired still more persuasion to keep.hjm
from arresting them .both. for:digsorderly
econduct.  But he didn't,




